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for red diplomacy to war and grudged every sovereign
which she had to spend. Kven in the great crisis
caused by the coming of the Armada, when every-
thing was at stake, she attempted to economise in
the granting of supplies to her fleet, and she quarrelled
with Hawkins at an earlier date because he failed
in a venture in which she had taken a share. Like
the first of the Tudor monarchs, too, she was very
unscrupulous ; caring nothing for promises, if her
interest urged her to break them, and always ready
to lie if the truth seemed likely to inconvenience
her; and, like him, she inclined to be an opportunist
and to procrastinate, in the hope that some accident
might save her the trouble of coming to a definite
decision. From Henry VIII. she inherited that
strong will, which could bear nothing in the nature
of a contradiction ; that courage which enabled her to
face even the secret danger of assassination without
shrinking ; that capacity for choosing able ministers;
and that ability for ruling men, which never deserted
her. Kli/.abeth was a great queen, and it was not
altogether without reason that the compilers of the
preface of the Authorised Version styled her t( that
bright Occidental Star Queen Kli/,abeth, of most
happy memory/' But, to a certain extent, she was
indebted for her success to her ministers, and it is a
fallacy to regard her as altogether great From her
determination to enforce her will, she was many
times led to acts of tyranny ; her caution sometimes
degenerated into mere vacillation; her diplomacy
became lying; and her moderation in religion passed
into intolerance. Yet her reign was glorious and